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Foreign  trade  statistics  for  the  Union  of  South  Africa  for  1914: 
show  a  decrease  in  the  vakie  of  imports  of  ordinary  merchandise, 
compared  with  1913,  of  $35,057,249,  while  exports 'fell  off  $129,- 
(522,887.  This  large  decrease  in  exports,  startling  as  it  may  appear, 
is  easily  explainable  by  the  fact  that  the  export  of  raw  gold  from 
.the  Transvaal  was  practically  stopped  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war, 
the  export  of  this  product  being  almost  $83,000,000  less  tlian  that  of 
1913,  this,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  gold  output  for  1914 
was  only  slightly  below^  that  of  the  preceding  year.  Diminished 
exports  of  diamonds,  resulting  from  the  suspension  of  diamond- 
mine  operations  and  a  curtailment  of  the  market,  accounted  for 
$31,452,198,  while  the  balance  of  the  decreased  value  of  exports  can 
easily  be  traced  to  the  collapse  of  the  foreign  ostrich-feather  market 
and  the  diminished  exports  of  wool,  angora  hair,  hides  and  skins, 
and  a  few  other  products. 
Decline  in  Imports  and  Exports. 

The  1914  imports  of  ordinary  merchandise  amounted  in  value  to 
$152,431,384.  To  this  may  be  added  the  imports  of  Government 
stores,  amounting  to  $19,623,582,  making  a  grand  total  of  $172,054,9GG. 
As  against  the  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  imports  of  ordinary 
merchandise  of  $35,056,249,  there  was  an  increase  of  over  $3,500,000 
in  imports  for  the  Government,  so  that  the  decrease  in  the  grand 
total  of  the  1914  imports,  not  including  specie,  compared  Avith  the 
previous  year,  amounted  to  $31,504,088. 

Of  the  above  decline,  $2,013,174  occurred  during  the  first  seven 
months  of  the  year,  while  for  the  five-months'  war  period  from 
August  1  to  December  31  that  in  the  total  exports  of  merchandise 
reached  the  sum  of  $29,491,913.  For  this  period  the  merchandise 
imports  were  $59,277,897  in  1914,  as_ against  $88,769,810  in  1913,  each 
month  showing  a  marked  decline  in  values  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  month  of  the  preceding  year,  which  was  a  record  one 
both  as  regards  imports  and  exports.  Of  these,  September  proved 
to  be  the  most  unfavorable  month  for  imports,  the  decrease  amount- 
ing to  $8,710,977,  or  47.9  per  cent.  The  month  of  October  wit- 
nessed an  improvement  in  general  trade  conditions,  which  was  well 
maintained  through  the  succeeding  months  of  November  and  Decem- 
ber, but  not  in  sufficient  degree  to  nullify  the  disastrous  effects  of 
the  war  upon  the  general  trade  of  the  countr.y. 

"The  present   report  supplements  the   reports  from   British   South  Africa   published  in 
supplements  to  Co.mmerce  Rkfouts  No.  GGb  and  66c,  which  appeared  June  25  and  Aug.  5, 
1915,    respectively. 
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Mining  Machinery. 

Notwitlist.uiding  the  fact  that  the  T^'ar  had  no  appreciable  effect 
upon  the  operations  of  the  great  gohl-mining  industry,  of  which 
Johannesburg  is  the  center,  so  far  as  the  producing  mines  were  con- 
cerned, the  year's  outprit  falling  Ijut  little  below  that  of  the  preced- 
ing year,  the  disturbed  conditions  caused  a  cessation  of  new  mining 
development  and  a  consequent  curtailment  of  purchases  of  mining 
machinery  for  construction  jiurposes,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  decrease 
in  imports  of  such  materials  into  the  Union.  In  the  main,  however, 
the  gold-mining  industry  proceeded  along  normal  lines,  and  was  the 
chief  contributing  cause  to  the  degree  of  the  stability  and  prosperity 
enjo3'ed  by  the  country  under  the  adverse  conditions  which,  but  for 
the  continued  operations  of  the  gold  mines,  w^ould  have  had  a  most 
disastrous  effect  upon  trade  in  general. 

While,  unfortunatel,y,  statistics  dealing  Avith  the  imports  are  given 
only  for  the  Union  of  South  Africa  as  a  whole,  it  is  possible  to  give 
an  approximation  of  the  big  lead  this  consular  district  has  in  the 
imports  of  the  Union  by  reference  to  the  simple  items  of  mining 
machinery  and  supplies,  the  great  bulk  of  vvhich  is  purchased  and 
consumed  by  the  gold-mining  industry  of  the  Transvaal. 
Supplies  for  the  Gold  Mines  of  the  Transvaal. 

A  classification  of  some  of  the  more  important  items  of  mining 
machinery  and  materials  imported,  chiefly  for  use  on  and  in  connec- 
tion with  gold  mines  of  the  Transvaal,  with  the  principal  countries 
of  origin,  is  instructive  as  showing  the  extent  of  these  purchases 
from  foreign  manufacturers,  as  \Nell  as  disclosing  the  principal  sup- 
plying countries  and  the  respective  prominence  of  each  as  a  seller 
of  these  products.  The  value  of  these  imports  for  the  two  years  1913 
and  1914,  from  the  principal  supplying  countries,  is  shown  in  the 
following  table : 


Mining  machinery  and 
supplies. 

1913 

1914 

Mining  machinery  and 
supplies. 

1913 

1914 

Asbestos,  ma-nuraotures  of 

541,095 

18, 278 

1,040 

5,479 

106, 424 

91,928 

11,233 

1,669 

686, 861 

487, 623 

14,580 

181,004 

146,972 

126,fHi2 

9, 874 

294,937 

220, 495 

74,442 

83,839 

79,640 

185,708 

162, 477 

9, 124 

2,272 

44,872 

42,012 

72 

226,5.37 
43, 452 

129,020 
17,222 

?29,576 

14, 234 

6, 267 

2,477 

77,556 

68, 447 

6, 676 

1,893 

606,52.'^ 

423, 467 

15,693 

165. 782 

150; 897 

131,293 

17,898 

245,246 

IfO,  075 

65, 171 

58,739 

5S, 695 

154,922 

141,274 

5,211 

2,a58 

22, 865 

19,981 

433 

2.15,702 
111,160 
lft5,  271 
12,993 

Chemicals— Continued. 

8146,032 

13(i  SSI 

$107,003 

101,777 

4,701 

United  Stales 

Unitcil  Stites 

Cyanide  of  pota-;sium  and 

sodium 

1,0.31.093 
723,385 

1,196,545 
2,739,&07 
1,026,729 

1  821  612 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

1  067  451 

741,922 
2,100,923 
1  177  172 

Glycerin 

United  Kingdom 

Belgium 

'   24^678 
190  114 

United  States          

France        

128,237 
126,699 
455,798 

Germany 

1S2  904 

United  Kingdom  

Netherlands 

United  States 

456  662 

United  States         

258 

Blasting  compnimds: 

CollocUon  and  gunrotton  . . 

Russia              

•^ '  nso 

Cordai,'e  and  rope 

264,335 

204,835 

4,195 

40,041 

8,082 

83,. 580 

43, 754 

1,090 

8,379 

7,956 

2,503,507 

1,581,943 

671,207 

108, 162 

09    77 

United  Kingdom 

Germany  

United  Kingdom 

162  "25 

India 

Norway 

7  HS 

Dynamite,  and  other 

United  Kingdom 

25  042 

United  States 

7,000 

Diamonds: 

Cut 

United  Kingdom 

United  Kingdom 

Unit«d  States 

19, 197 

9,440 

Uncut  and  carbons 

Brazil 

22,278 

22,278 

Electrical  material: 

Cable  and  wire        

( hemicals: 

Calcium  carbide     

2,074,290 

1,604,674 

279,935 

Ignited  Kingdom 

Germany  

Norway       

United  States 

United  States 

120,076 
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Mining  machinery  and 
supplies. 


Electrical  material — Contd. 
FittLUgs.  including  posts. 

United  Kingdom 

Denmark 

Germany 

Netherlands 

United  States 

Hose,  conveying 

United  kingdom 

Germany 

United  States 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufac- 
tures of: 
Angle,  channel,  and  T. . . 

^United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Bar,  bolt,  and  rod 

United  Kingdom 

Belgium 

Germany 

United  States 

Chains 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Galvanized 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

G  alvanized    and    corru- 
gated  

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Girders,  beams,  etc 

United  Kingdom 

(Germany 

United  States 

Hoop 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

United  States 

Macliinery — 

Cranes  and  elevator.s. 
United  Kingdom 

Germany 

United  States 

Electrical 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

United  States 

Mining 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

Sweden 

United  States.... 
Mining  buckets  and 

tip  trucks 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

United  States 

Pumps 

'  United  Kingdom 

Germany 

United  States. . . 


$1,283,634 

763,212 

6,803 

324,279 

14,117 
143,941 
320, 179 
178,313 

38,006 
106, 347 


163,382 

109, 063 

14, 195 

1,203, 954 

1,130,921 

33, 632 

17, 329 

73,206 

91,970 

88, 662 

681 

491,729 

484, 044 

4,754 

2,005,351 
1,942,-307 
44,625 
366,562 
198, 708 
107,233 
38,240 
103, 109 
35,067 
43, 710 
12  667 

305,921 

217,!>21 

33, 043 

51,244 

2, 196,  lol 

690,969 

1,229,988 

248, 463 

3,727,665 

2,491,491 

359,823 

6,885 

784, 435 

309, 647 
264,012 

38, 396 

7GS 

563,835 

331,540 

03,312 
150,316 


$1,129,362 
765,203 

18,332 
192,265 

15, 168 
107,321 
212,711 

89,275 

19,012 
104,215 


95,223 

64, 942 

19,504 

964, 781 

869, 1.'6 

22, 926 

11,134 

50,324 

79, 679 

78,244 

515 

283,131 

273, 156 

9,309 

1,290,506 

1,232,601 

54, 762 

298, 173 

180, 366 

88, 940 

22, 152 

50,735 

22,098 

9, 163 

14, 876 

171,453 

152,598 

6,257 

12,297 

2,110,448 

a57,044 

818,593 

401,958 

3,422,913 

2, 238, 088 

291,512 

97, 001 

753, 426 

264, 678 
232, 189 
30, 508 
15 
537, 598 
323, 155 
107,807 
140, 563 


Mining  machinery  and 
supplies. 


Iron  and  steel,  and  manufac- 
turas  of — Continued. 
Milled  (or  rolled)  and  cast. 


United  Kingdom 

Germany 

Sweden 

United  States 

Pipes,  piping,  and  fittings. 

United  Kingdom 

Germanj' 

United  States 

Tanks  and  vats 

United  Kmgdom 

United  States 

Tools 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

United  States 

Lead 

United  Kiogdom 

United  States 

Nitrates  (for  manufactures). . . 

Chile 

Oilman's  stores 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Oil,  lubricating 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Packing  material: 

Engine  packing 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Waste 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

United  States 

Other 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Quicksilver 

Austria-Hungary 

Spain 

United  States 

Railway  material,  rails 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Germany 

Tramv.'ay  material 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

United  States 

Wheelbarrows 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Zinc,  and  manufactures  of 

United  Kingdom 

Belgiiun 

Germany 

United  States 


S157, 554 

132, 353 

6,574 

506 

155 

1,903,130 

1,209,344 

504,295 

168, 244 

76,271 

53,905 


420, 622 
163.552 
56;  825 
176, 673 
196,716 
116, 459 
2,574 
148, 415 
1215,521 
949,822 
697, 135 
119,010 
717,818 
108, 240 
571,798 

177,069 
84, 228 
64, 237 

145,118 

90, 867 

51,721 

1,109 

13, 435 

7,343 

360 

116,856 

43, 706 

66, 646 

110 

385, 578 
65, 161 
12, 243 

298, 680 

325, 898 

140,413 
79, 742 

103,320 

40,010 

4,861 

38, 926 

626, 235 
10, 112 
60, 638 

554,006 
73 


$173, 218 

104,064 

17,781 

17,100 

25,889 

1,599,828 

994,045 

4.55,012 

107, 876 

51,452 

40,061 

9,416 

322,630 

126,007 

31,977 

146, lOG 

231, 476 

106, 277 

29,617 

1,073,115 

1,044,681 

876,944 

671,449 

110,440 

726,650 

86,881 

627,681 

153,974 
79,343 
50,864 

131, 228 
93, 616 
22,940 
12, 424 
12, 257 
4,126 
10 

134,813 

67, 823 

34, 264 

9, 226 

380, 795 
23, 743 
25,519 

328, 502 

271,377 

164, 263 
56,441 
48,007 
39, 426 
5, 722 
33,116 

684, 265 
9,411 
68,  111 

245, 193 

340, 093 


Other  articles  imported  for  mining  purposes  in  1914  were :  Rock 
drills  and  rock-drill  .spares,  for  which  $1,213,429  VN'as  paid  and  which 
Avere  largely  supplied  by  American  manufacturers,  who  retained 
the  lead  in  this  class  of  mining  goods;  motor  cars  and  accessories, 
largel}^  of  American  manufacture,  over  $60,000;  machinery  spares 
(unspecified),  $926,241;  oil-skin  suits,  of  which  the  United  States 
supplied  a  large  proportion,  $30,353 ;  paint,  tar,  driers,  etc.,  $90,375 ; 
paraffin,  $78,861;  rock-drill  steel,  $535,241;  and  shoes  and  dies, 
$67,241.  The  timber  bill  of  the  Transvaal  mines  alone  amounted  to 
$3,055,096,  of  which  Oregon  pitch  pine  and  its  like  reached  the  sum 
of  $1,057,564;  mining  poles  and  logging,  $1,407,386;  deals,  $468,659; 
and  ceilings,  floorings,  doors,  etc.,  $95,339.     Still  other  imports  were 
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bags,  valued  at  $100,477;  bolts,  nuts,  washers,  and  rivets,  $182,804; 

brattice  cloth,  $10,438;  brushware,  $52,130;  brass  and  iron  castings, 

$510,232;  coal-cutting  machines  and  spares,  $45,377;  disinfectants, 

$83,153;  fencing  and  wire  netting,  $18,039;  medicines,  etc.,  $138,1)82; 

picks,    shovels,    hammers,    etc.,    $357,644;    and    lamps    and    spares, 

$61,940. 

Analysis  of  Import  Trade. 

An  analysis  of  the  above  figures  shows  that  there  was  a  slight 
decrease  in  the  imports  of  mining  machinery  proper,  which  is  only 
mildly  reflected  in  the  ])urchases  from  the  United  States,  these 
amounting  to  $753,426  in  1914,  as  against  $784,435  in  1913 ;  the  only 
country  that  increased  its  sales  of  mining  machinery  for  the  year 
1914  was  Sweden.  In  electrical  machinery  the  total  imports  for 
the  year  were  about  $95,000  less  than  for  1913,  but  in  spite  of  this 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  American  imports  of  this  machinery  of 
over  $150,000,  which  was  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  trade  with 
Germany  practically  ceased  at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  This  con- 
dition was  also  largely  responsible  for  the  good  increase  in  imports 
of  American  rails  and  railway  material.  There  was  an  increase  in 
American  exports  of  nitrates,  as  there  was  also  in  the  sales  of  bat- 
tery cloth,  galvanized  and  corrugated  iron,  lead,  and  tanks  and  vats. 
One  of  the  largest  increases  in  mining  supplies  from  the  United 
States  during  the  year  was  in  zinc  and  zinc  manufactures,  which  in- 
creased from  $73  in  1913  to  over  $340,000  in  1914.  Other  notable 
increases  of  American  supplies  were  in  shoes  and  dies,  fencing  and 
wire  netting,  and  rock  drills  and  spares.  In  nearly  all  of  the  other 
lines  of  mining  materials  the  United  States  maintained  its  place 
with  other  countries,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  when  the  import 
statistics  for  1915  are  published  there  will  be  found  a  material  in- 
crease in  the  total  of  American  products  bought  for  mining  pur- 
poses. It  would  seem  that  the  manufacturers  in  the  United  States 
might  more  successfully  compete  with  other  countries  in  the  sale 
of  brattice  cloth,  for  the  gold  and  coal  mines.  Another  article  quite 
largely  consumed  by  the  gold  and  coal  mines  is  engine  i^acldng,  of 
Avhich  $153,974  worth  was  consumed  in  1914.  The  imports  of  this 
article  were  about  equally  divided  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  United  States.  Before  the  European  war,  trucks  were  largely 
imported  from  Germany,  but  now  most  of  these  are  supplied  by 
English  manufacturers.  LocomotiA^es  and  traction  engines  for  min- 
ing uses  are  imported  mainly  from  England,  a  few  coming  from  the 
United  States. 

This  large  annual  expenditure  for  imported  goods  is,  of  course, 
for  the  operation  and  maintenance  of  the  mines  alone  and  in  no  way 
includes  the  amount  expended  by  the  employees,  of  whom  there  are 
about  200,000  natives  and  24,000  whites,  the  total  of  whose  wages  in 
a  year  is,  in  round  numbers,  $70,000,000,  of  which  about  $40,000,000 
is  paid  to  the  white  employees.  These  are  significant  figures,  show- 
ing the  vast  purchasing  poAvers  of  the  mines  and  their  emplo3^ees — 
not  including  the  large  population  of  the  city  of  Johannesburg  and 
the  surrounding  towns  and  townships  of  the  Rand  and  other  sections 
of  the  Transvaal — and  presenting  a  fair  idea  of  the  paramount  im- 
portance of  Johannesburg  as  a  commercial  and  industrial  center  and 
as  the  chief  importing  and  distributing  city  of  the  Union. 
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Agriculture  and  Stock  Raising  Important  Industries. 

The  unique  position  held  by  the  Transvaal  as  the  greatest  gold- 
producing  countr}^  of  the  Avorld,  and  also  as  possessing  other  mineral 
deposits  of  great  extent  and  value,  is  added  to  by  reason  of  its  great 
agricultural  resources,  which  are  second  to  those  of  no  other  Province 
in  the  Union.  Thus  it  is  that  the  Transvaal  not  only  occupies  first 
place  in  the  volume  of  imports  of  mining  machinery  and  supplies, 
but  holds  a  leading  place  in  the  purchase  and  use  of  agricultural 
machinery  and  implements  and  other  articles  for  the  farm.  This 
consular  district  also  embraces  the  Orange  Free  State,  recognized  as 
one  of  the  best  agricultural  sections  of  the  Union,  and  the  vast  ter- 
ritory of  Southern  and  iSrorthern  Rhodesia,  also  possessing  great 
agricultural  and  stock-raising  potentialities,  as  well  as  valuable  gold 
and  other  mineral  deposits. 

Xot  only  the  Transvaal  but  the  entire  territor}^  of  this  consular 
district  presents  by  far  the  most  attractive  market  in  South  Africa 
for  the  manufacturer  of  agricultural  machinery  and  implements.  A 
stud}'  of  the  imports  of  agricultural  machinery  and  implements  and 
farm  tools  in  general  discloses  that  while  in  certain  lines  American 
manufacturers  have  a  large  share  of  the  trade,  n.iaintaining  a  good 
lead  in  some  lines,  they  could  undoubtedly,  with  the  proper  elTort, 
materially  increase  their  sales  in  these  as  well  as  in  other  lines. 
Agricultural  Machinery  and  Implements. 

In  the  supply  to  the  Union  of  South  Africa  of  agricultural  ma- 
chinery, which  does  not  include  agricultural  implements,  the  United 
Kingdom  has  been  the  largest  seller,  with  the  United  States  a  close 
second,  the  total  imports  into  the  Union  in  1913  being  valued  at 
$1,018,125,  of  which  the  United  Kingdom  was  represented  by  $386,- 
866  and  the  United  States  by  $382,910.  There  Avas  a  big  drop  in 
these  imports  in  1914,  the  total  value  of  which  was  only  $491,767,  of 
which  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  $185,287,  the  United  States 
$185,277,  Canada  $92,409,  and  Germany  $22,945.  Although  the  value 
of  the  imports  of  Avater-boring  machinery  for  1914  Avas  only  about 
one-half  of  that  for  the  preceding  year,  purchases  from  the  United 
States  amounted  to  $80,229  out  of  a  total  of  $95,236.  The  United 
States  supplied  Avindmills  to  the  value  of  $277,677  and  the  United 
Kingdom  $53,507,  the  total  value  of  these  imports  from  all  countries 
amoimting  to  $334,624,  as  against  $388,203  in  1913. 

Wool  and  hay  presses  Avere  supplied  by  the  United  States  and  the 
United  Kingdom,  the  imports  being  valued  at  $29,106  and  $13,923, 
respectively.  In  1913  the  United  States  sent  presses  to  the  value  of 
$23,062. 

In  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements  in  1914  the  United  States 
more  than  maintained  its  lead,  notwithstanding  the  falling  off  in 
the  total  imports  of  $205,124.  While  the  United  Kingdom  suffered  a 
loss  of  nearly  $170,000,  the  United  States  sales  came  Avithin  $22,648 
of  the .  1913  figures,  the  value  of  the  American  imports  being 
$792,475,  as  compared  Avith  $558,260  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
Other  sources,  in  order  of  value,  Avere  Canada,  Germany,  and 
Sweden.  Hoes  and  picks  for  farm  and  garden  use,  Avhich  have  an 
annual  sale  in  the  Union  of  from  $30,000  to  $50,000,  are  principally 
of  British  manufacture. 

Of  dairy  utensils,  for  which  there  is  a  good  market  in  this  dis- 
trict, Sweden  supplied  by  far  the  greater  portion,  other  leading 
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countries  Itcing  Germany,  the  United  Kin;^clom,  Belgium,  and  Den- 
mark.    Imports  of  these  articles  from  the  United  States  in  1914 
amounted  to  only  about  $(5,000. 
Hardware  and  Cutlery. 

The  Union's  imjiorts  of  hardvrai-e  and  cutlery  for  the  vear  1914 
amounted  to  $6,72T,8(*)5,  as  compared  with  $9,399,295  in  1913.  Of  the 
1914  imports  $4,301,854  Avas  attributed  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
$1,117,830  to  the  United  States,  and  $779,205  to  Germany.  It  is 
known  that  American  hardware  and  tools  are  very  largely  in  demand 
in  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  and  the  import  figures  above  men- 
tioned are  proof  of  the  popularity  of  these  American  products. 

In  the  follov.'ing  table  is  shown  the  value  of  the  principal  articles 
under  the  heading  of  hardware  and  cutlery  imported  during  1913 
and  1914,  and  the  leading  supplying  countries : 


Hardware  and  cutlery. 


Axlea,  bushes,  and  springs 

United  Kingdom 

United  States , 

Bolts,  nuts,  and  rivets 

United  Kingdom 

United  States , 

Cash  roi;istcr.s 

United  States , 

Cutlery , 

United  Kingdom 

Germany , 

Uuil  ed  States 

Fencing  materials: 

Sttuidards , 

Belgium , 

Germany 

United  Kingdom.. 

United  Stales 

Wire. 

United  Kingdom.. 

other-- 

United  Kingdom. . 

United  States 

Dorscshoes 

United  Kingdom 

United  States-  - 


S294, 

272, 

20, 

337, 

275, 

32, 

40, 

40, 

508, 

365, 

116, 

21, 

988, 

■  752, 

133, 

85, 

3, 

1,555, 

393, 

77, 

4", 

5, 

102, 

98, 

3, 


$209,420 

ISS, 495 

17,928 

272,300 

221,613 

26,255 

25,578 

25,578 

374,321 

290, 170 

08,506 

13,290 

457,037 

320,211 

54,719 

74,496 

2,051 

1,042,808 

278,607 

46, 149 

27,997 

1,489 

93,636 

86,896 

6,351 


Hardware  and  cutlery. 


Nails  and  screws 

United  Kingdom 

United  Slates 

Sewing  machines 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Stoves 

United  Kingdom 

Sweden 

United  States 

Tanks 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Tools 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Wire: 

Netting - 

United  Kingdom 

Rope 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Baling 

Germany 


1913 


$348, 
212, 

34. 
334, 
205, 

18. 
369, 
187, 

71. 

59. 

54, 

43, 
5, 
420, 
163, 
176, 

267, 
258, 
580, 
579, 

39, 
31, 


$272,003 

165,391 

40,674 

268,913 

197, 283 

15,101 

274,904 

145,304 

57, 633 

08,817 

74,895 

66,272 

1,392 

322,634 

125,998 

146.017 

189,502 

179,559 

504,481 

503,877 

S8 

11,670 

8,648 


Motor  Vehicles,  Bicycles,  and  Carriages, 

The  motor-vehicle  trade  of  the  Union  reached  its  highest  point  in 
1913,  when  automobiles  valued  at  $5,357,309  were  imported,  but  the 
year  1914  Avitnessed  a  decline  of  $1,689,301,  w-hich  was  largely  at- 
tributable to  war  conditions.  In  the  following  table  is  shown  the 
value  of  the  imports  of  motor  and  other  vehicles  for  the  last  two 
3'ears,  wdth  the  principal  supplying  countries: 


Vehicles. 

1913 

1914 

Vehicles. 

1913 

1914 

Bicycles  (and  parts) 

$1,11S,.305 
13,957 
69, 890 
1,013,132 
12,604 
203, E31 
22,084 
44,052 
130, 690 

5,357,369 

764,907 

171,787 

305,704 

98,002 

2,125,663 

$760,411 

6,229 

44,426 

709,093 

7,290 

134, 101 

7,777 

25, 535 

95,636 

3,668,008 
621,583 
131,070 
202, 807 
135,931 

1,585,472 

Motor  vehicles— Continned. 
Automobiles    (and 
parts)— Continued. 

L^niled  Slates 

Motorcycles  (and  pai-ts).. 
France     

$1,867,670 

1,087,780 

29,885 

27,749 

980, 006 

32,430 

174, 96.5 

116,806 

25,676 

46,013 

4,862 

38,927 

G  erniany    

$957,868 

Unilcd  States 

797,439 

Carriages  and  carts  (and  parts) . 
Canada                         . .  . 

13, 612 

Germany 

15,524 

United  Kingdom 

I'nitcd  Kingdom 

United  States 

Mol  or  trucks  

698,635 

United  States 

63,532 

130, 106 

Automobiles  (and  parts). . 
Canada 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Wheelbarrows 

71,143 
41,634 

39, 428 

United  Kingdom...' 

United  States 

6,723 

Italy 

33,117 

United  Kingdom 

BRITISH   SOUTH   AFEICA.  7 

The  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  hekl  the  lead  in  auto- 
mobiles, Avith  Canada  a  good  third,  b}^  reason  of  the  importation 
from  that  country  of  all  of  the  Ford  cars,  which  are  really  of  Ameri- 
can manufacture.  By  adding  the  Canadian  imports  to  those  of  the 
United  States  the  supply  of  American  automobiles  to  South  Africa 
would  have  led  those  of  all  other  countries  in  value.  For  several 
years,  up  to  1914,  there  had  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  imports  of 
American  automobiles,  and  this  is  likely  to  be  continued  as  soon  as 
normal  conditions  again  prevail.  In  fact,  it  would  appear  that  the 
receipts  of  American  cars  during  the  present  year,  1915,  Avill  equal 
if  not  exceed  those  from  the  United  Kingdom.  In  some  of  the  popu- 
lar lines  of  American  cars  it  has  been  almost  impossible  to  supply 
the  demand,  owing  to  irregular  shipping  and  the  increasing  popu- 
larity of  the  cars,  especially  those  of  the  cheaper  grades. 

As  Johannesburg  and  the  country  immediately  surrounding  it  still 
constitute  ths  most  attractive  field  for  the  sale  of  motor  cars,  nearly 
every  popular-priced  American  car  is  represented  in  the  local  market. 

Up  to  within  a  few  years  practically  all  of  the  motorcycles  sold 
in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  were  of  British  manufacture,  and 
although  the  dominating  influence  of  the  United  Kingdom  as  an 
exporter  of  motorcycles  to  this  country-  still  prevails,  it  is  to  a  lesser 
extent  than  before. 

Sales  of  bicycles  are  gradually  decreasing  with  the  increasing 
popularity  of  the  motor  cycle,  but  the  trade  is  still  large. 

The  United  States  is  still  far  in  the  lead  in  sales  of  carriages,  carts, 
and  parts,  supplying  $95,030  worth  out  of  a  total  of  $i;;'l:,101. 

Motor  Spirits  and  Paraffin — Lubricating  Oils  and  Greases. 

The  United  States  was  the  most  prominent  source  of  supply  of 
motor  spirits  in  191-1,  the  Dutch  East  Indies  ranking  second,  ship- 
ments of  this  commodity  from  the  United  States  being  valued  at 
$600,871,  from  the  Dutch  East  Indies  at  $557,837,  and  from  the 
United  Kingdom  at  only  $1,832.  _ 

In  the  importation  of  paraffin  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa  one 
has  only  to  note  the  value  of  the  imports  of  this  product  from  the 
various  countries  to  fully  appreciate  the  lead  which  the  United 
States  occupies.  In  1913  the  United  States  shipped  to  South  Africa 
paraffin  to  the  value  of  $1.3-10.-2G7.  In  1914  the  figures  were  only 
slightly  less  than  those  of  the  previous  year,  viz,  $1,283,109.  The 
next  sdurce  in  rank  was  Dutch  East  Indies,  from  Avhich  country  this 
product  was  imported  to  the  value  of  $1,411,  Thus  it  appears  that 
of  the  total  imports,  amounting  to  $1,284,580,  all  but  $1,411  was  the 
product  of  the  United  States. 

There  Avas,  as  might  be  expected,  a  slight  decrease  in  the  value  of 
the  importations  of  oils  and  other  lubricants  into  the  Union  during 
the  calendar  year  1914,  although  the  trade  in  these  commodities  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  promised  to  be  a1)ove  normal,  on  account  of 
the  huge  quantities  required  for  the  mining  and  other  industries, 
Avhich  include  the  large  electrical  poAver  stations  of  the  WitAvaters- 
rand,  to  say  nothing  of  the  increasing  use  of  automobiles  and  trucks, 
agricultural  machinery,  the  Government  raihvays,  etc.,  all  of  Avhich 
add  to  the  large  consumption  of  oils  and  lubricants  in  the  Johannes- 
burg consular  district.  The  increasing  use  of  poAver  machinery,  such 
as  a'asoline  and  oil  engines,  on  the  farms  also  stimulate  the  market 
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for  these  products.  Conditions  in  this  trade  were  practically  normal 
until  the  beginning  of  the  European  war,  when  notable  shortages 
occurred,  ov.ing  to  the  decreased  number  of  vessels  pl3dng  between 
►South  Africa  and  those  countries  which  are  the  source  of  .supply 
lor  oils  and  lubricants.  Tliis  condition  lasted  until  November,  when 
sliipments  again  became  almost  normal. 

The  United  States  retained  its  big  lead  of  this  trade  in  this  mar- 
ket. Not  onl}'  did  the  bulk  of  this  class  of  oils  originate  in  the  United 
States,  but  quite  an  increase  in  the  value  of  the  imports  for  the  year 
1914,  as  against  those  of  the  preceding  year,  is  noticable.  The  value 
of  lubricating  oils  of  all  kinds  imported  into  the  Union  from  the 
United  States  in  1911  amounted  to  $027,681,  showing  an  increase  of 
$55,883  over  1913.  Imports  of  this  product  from  the  United  King- 
dom were  valued  at  $8G,881,  and  from  other  countries  at  $12,086. 

The  value  of  antifriction  grease  imported  into  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  during  the  year  1914  was  $214,951.  Of  this  total  the  United 
Kingdom  furnished  $113,004,  and  the  United  States  $97,427. 
Despite  the  fact  that  the  shipments  of  this  grease  from  the  United 
States  amounted  to  less  than  those  from  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
United  States  figures  represent  an  increase  of  $2,555,  as  against  a 
decrease  of  $3,820  on  the  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Sources  of  Food  and  Drink  Imports. 

The  food  and  drink  bill  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa  for  1914, 
while  falling  considerably  below  that  of  the  preceding  year, 
amounted  in  imports  alone  to  nearly  $30,000,000,  of  which  wines  and 
spirits  reached  the  figure  of  $1,801,320.  In  stating  the  respective 
values  of  food  and  drink  articles  supplied  by  the  respective  countries 
from  which  exported  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  United 
States  contributes  very  little  in  the  way  of  drink  products,  its  exports 
being  almost  entirely  confined  to  foodstuffs. 

As  the  Johannesburg  consular  district,  which  includes  the  chief 
commercial  and  industrial  center  of  South  Africa,  is  by  far  the 
largest  consumer  of  articles  of  food  and  drink  in  the  Union  of  South 
Africa,  the  figures  relating  to  imports  of  this  description  to  the 
T^nion  apply  with  especial  force  to  this  di,strict.  In  the  following 
table  will  be  found  the  principal  oversea  countries  supplying  food 
and  drink  articles,  with  the  value  of  the  imports  from  each  during 
1913  and  1914 : 


Country. 

1913 

1914 

Coimtry. 

1913 

1914 

Briti  ;h  Empire 

United  Kingdom 

?5, 020, 750 
9, 0.59.. MO 
8,204,783 
2,259.097 

958, 107 
2,474.727 

881.2:35 

308.074 
12,410,208 

141.411 

187,  ass 

3,043.100 
172,702 
90,. 51 7 
515,192 

1,013,800 
059,070 

?4,03R.39I 

7,409,952 

6,383,708 

1,913,307 

990, 737 

1,972,013 

589,031 

271.040 

9,429,145 

122,529 

118,290 

2,329.949 

113,847 

8«),.570 

503,034 

680, 780 

300,802 

Foreign  eountrie.s— Con. 
Italy  

$202,971 

1,527,. 505 

198,928 

430.379 

177.287 

154.047 

157,000 

188,0.55 

123, 5(X) 

.  105,3.35 

148.  .579 

1,827.307 

52,305 

$180,032 

Netherlands 

1.375,307 

Dutch  East  Indies... 

137,044 

253. 185 

Portugal 

120.752 

Mauritius 

Portuguese  East  Africa 
Russia 

719.191 

144,593 

Siarn 

153, 485 

Aastria-Uuiigary 

Spall)      

87. 757 

159,344 

nrazil 

Turki-;h  Empire 

ITnited  States 

79,845 
1,518,221 

Costa  Uic-a 

41,117 

Total,  all  comi  tries. . 

I'raiice    

36,908,947 

29,081,975 

Germany 
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The  decrease  in  imports  of  food  and  drink  during  the  year  1014, 
as  compared  with  1913,  was  $7,826,972,  this  being  accounted  for 
in  great  measure  by  the  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  shipments 
of  foodstuffs  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  and  the  consequent 
exhaustion  of  stocks  on  hand.  Among  other  factors  may  be  men- 
tioned increased  home  prochjction  in  certain  articles  and  the  practice 
of  greater  economy  among  consumers.  In  addition  to  a  falling  off 
of  nearly  $3,000,000  in  imports  of  corn,  grain,  and  flour,  there  wx-re 
substantial  decreases  in  fresh  and  frozen  meats  (mainly  on  accomit 
of  increased  home  production),  rice,  sugar,  preserved  fish,  fruit,  and 
vegetables. 
Articles  of  Food  and  Drink. 

In  the  following  table  will  be  found  the  value  of  some  of  the 
principal  imports  of  food  and  drink,  with  chief  countries  of  origin, 
for  the  years  1913  and  1914 : 


Articles  of  food  and  drinl:. 


Baking  powder 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Beveraccs: 

Coffee 

India 

Dutch  E.  Indies 

Brazil 

Costa  Rica 

United  States 

Tea 

iinited  Kingdom 

India 

Ceylon 

China 

United  States 

Breads  tuffs: 

Corn  flour  and  maizena. . . 

Uiuted  Kinc;dom 

United  States 

"Force"  and  "Cream  of 
Vi^heat" 

United  States 

Oatmeal 

United  Kingdom 

Canada 

Malt 

United  Kingdom 

Austria-Hungary 

Germany 

United  States 

Rice 

India 

Dutch  E.  Indies 

China 

Siam 

United  States 

Wheat 

Canada 

Australia 

United  States 

Wheat  flour 

Canada 

Australia 

United  States 

Biscuits  (crackers) 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Cocoa    and    chocolate    (un- 
sweetened)   

United  Kingdom 

Netherlands 

Condiments 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Dairy  products: 

Butter  and  substitutes 

Australia 

New  Zealand 


3,439, 

155, 

3,030, 

SO, 

1, 

1,44'1, 

229, 

247, 

933, 

31, 


,560 
,591 
,833 

769 
926 
t51 
062 
3ul 
357 
176 
309 
481 
720 
402 


5, 
262, 
1S2, 

77, 
425, 
315, 

13, 
841, 


2, 156, 
1, 734^ 

94  i 
ISS, 

5, 160, 

447, 

4,393, 

57, 

3,614, 

1,347, 

•2, 157, 

106, 

293. 

277, 

*i, 

227, 
94, 

129, 

84, 

75, 

1, 

,243, 
512. 
258, 


$228,919 

14,429 

211,371 

2,616,513 

4,914 

101, 3S3 

2, 320, 785 

86, 539 

1,878 

1,434,181 

215,357 

225,621 

968, 404 

23,719 

97 


277 

173 

101 

317 

230 

33 

40 

11 

1,635 

1,342 

35 

35 

152 

3,726 

310 

3,321 

87 

2,957 

1,129 

1,750 

73 

276 

2C0 

9 

209 
97 

110 

83 

73 

2 

1,212, 

560, 
248 


Articles  of  food  and  drink. 


Dairy  products — Continued 
Butter  and  substitutes- 
Continued. 

l'"rar.co 

Netherlands 

India 

United  States 

Cheese 

Canada 

Netherlands 

United  States 

Milk,  condensed 

United  Kingdom . . . 

Australia 

Austria-Hungary. . . 

Netherlands 

Switzerland 

United  States 

Eggs 

Uu  ited  Kingdom 

Italy 

Russia 

Extracts  and  essences 

United  Kingdom 

France 

United  States 

Fisli,  preserved 

United  Kingdom 

Canada 

Norway 

United  States 

Fruits: 

Dried 

United  Kingdom... 

Australia 

Greece 

Spain 

United  States 

Bottled  and  canned 

United  Kingdom... 

United  State.! 

Meat  and  meat  products: 
Bacon 

United  Kingdom... 

Denmark 

United  Stales 

Camied  meats 

United  Kingdom... 

Australia 

United  States 

Argentina 

Uruguay 

Dripping  and  fats 

Unil  ed  K ingdom . . . 

United  States 

Argentina 

Hams 

United  Kingdom. . . 

Denmark 

United  States 


sioo, 

66, 
196, 

814, 

65, 

C55, 

2, 262, 

731, 

16, 

92, 

213, 

10, 

43, 

382, 

113, 

136. 

110, 

220, 

197, 

15, 

1, 

1,102, 

237, 

184. 

339. 

134, 

83. 
7, 
3, 
2, 
3, 

49, 
100. 

33, 

28, 

951, 

330, 

443, 

48, 

096, 

84, 

291, 

1S4, 

43, 

51, 

631, 

26, 

27, 

5, 

335, 

197, 

47, 

70, 


$71,157 

72,155 

157,406 

1,513 

760,010 

89,971 

610,916 

127 

2,116,820 

1,393,780 

174,706 

56, 407 
284,373 

S3, 168 

43,112 
307,082 

73.327 
103,003 
110,970 
217,393 
195. 793 

15,397 
1,021 
823,995 
170,915 
183. 476 
214.703 
100,103 

37, 262 
5,289 
4,379 
1,776 
2,726 
16,925 
57, 403 
25,032 
11,027 

859,714 

258, 264 

449, 508 

73,012 

o70,656 

'■5, 943 

J-!,  300 

i...,552 

40,911 

38,590 

56, 347 

22, 293 

23, 344 

7,756 

248,671 

126, 606 

23,379 

88,326 
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Articles  of  food  and  drink. 


Meat  and  meat  products — Con. 
Lard 

Unitwl  K  ingdoni 

United  State? 

Salted  and  cured  meats... 

United  States 

Oils,  salad 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Pickles  and  sauces 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Spices  and  tumeric 

Ifnited  Kingdom 

United  States 

Sugar  and  sugar  products: 
Sugar 

United  Kingdom 

Mauritius 

Portuguoso  E.  Africa. 

United  States 

Confectionery,  fancy 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Other  product  s 

United  K  ingdom 

United  States 


1913 


$360,299 

Go,  945 

291,  (K)5 

17,922 

8,000 

219,014 

70, 170 

lUi,99.j 

217,132 

200,412 

10,915 

140,875 

71,825 

141 

1,070,044 
eo,  132 
872, 305 
527, 509 
24,497 
05, 491 
55, 096 
7,688 
728, 074 
005, 380 
00,880 


1914 


$261,909 

47, 224 

211,097 

10,180 

9,007 

270,343 

03,911 

172,082 

20;?,  701 

185, 2()S 

9, 603 

119,452 

03, 190 

101 

1, 314, 889 

01,342 

588, 384 

58(>,  170 

7, 898 

47,442 

40, 372 

4,140 

370,543 

319,031 

54.780 


Articles  of  food  and  drink. 


Vegetable-s,  canned 

United  Kingdom 

Belgium 

Un  ited  States 

Winos  and  liquors: 

Ale,  beer,  and  stout 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

Brandy 

France 

Gin 

Netherlands 

United  Kingdom 

Whisky 

Uiiilod  Kingdom 

Wine — 

Sparkling 

France 

Other 

France 

Germany 

Portugal 

Spain 

United  Kingdom 


1913 


?224,C08 
9,020 
74, 078 
27, 798 

198,271 

46, 154 

150,234 

301,567 

298,793 

120,675 

93,009 

27, 1.50 

1,217,155 

1,214,966 

185,603 
178,440 
154,434 
28, 780 
10,078 
49,940 
27,530 
30, 226 


1914 


$122,990 
9,440 
42,387 
20,609 

138,515 
25,418 
111,346 
269,619 
261,447 
81,801 
55,821 
25,359 
1,163,663 
1,161,337 

111,511 
107,105 
114,265 
22,900 
6,828 
36, 192 
15,967 
22,074 


Drugs,  Chemicals,  etc. — Furniture  and  Cabinet  Ware. 

Imports  of  drugs,  chemicals,  and  apothecary  ware  into  the  Union 
in  1914  amounted  to  $-1,313,610,  as  compared  with  $1,699,026  for  the 
preceding  year.  These  not  only  included  eveiything  in  the  drug 
and  apothecary  line,  but  also  embraced  several  large  items  of  chem- 
icals used  almost  exclusively  in  the  mines  of  the  Transvaal;  such  as 
the  cyanides  of  sodium  and  potassium  for  gold  extraction,  that 
were  valued  at  over  $1,821,000;  caustic  soda,  $107,000;  calcium  car- 
bide, $255,000;  and  disinfectants  and  germcides,  over  $200,000;  and 
man}^  other  articles  devoted  more  or  less  to  mining  uses.  Before 
the  outbreak  of  war  the  bulk  of  the  cyanide  was  imported  from 
Germany,  but  since  then  it  has  been  obtained  almost  exclusively 
from  the  TTnited  Kingdom.  The  United  States  continues  to  supply 
a  large  share  of  the  medicinal  preparations  used  in  the  Union. 

The  Union  purchased  $2,373,106  worth  of  furniture  and  cabinet 
ware  in  1911;  of  which  $1,743,044:  worth  came  from  the  United  King- 
dom, other  sources  in  order  of  value  being  United  States,  $196,263 ; 
(Germany,  $102,327;  India,  $67,561;  and  Canada,  $.53,847.'  The  de- 
tails of  the  trade  in  the  principal  articles  for  the  past  two  years  are 
shown  in  the  foUoAving  table: 


Furniture  and  cabinet  ware. 


Bedsteads 

l.'nited  Kingdom 

I'nited  Slates 

School  furniture  and  decora- 

t  ions 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 


1913 


8392,201 

377,475 

10,969 

110,786 
07,844 
25, 406 


$309, 271 

295,280 

12,015 

97, 032 
71,241 
12,531 


Furniture  and  cabinet  ware. 


Lineoloums  and  Oocr  cloths 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Carpets 

United  Kingdom 

Picture  frames 

I'nited  Kingdom 

United  States - 


1913 


$457,407 

448, 764 

503 

330,995 

325, 873 

21,022 

10,710 

4,755 


$354,121 

315,453 

1,557 

255,155 

195,950 

17, 802 

8,137 

5,037 


Stationery  and  Books — Printer's  and  Bookbinder's  Materials. 

I'urchases  of  stationery,  books,  printed  matter,  etc.,  by  the  Union 
of  South  Africa  during' 1914  reached  the  sum  of  $3,300,918,  being 
$544,143  less  than  in  1913.    This  large  amount  was  paid  to  oversea 
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manufacturers  for  books  and  printed  matter  in  general,  t^'pewriters 
and  accessories,  inks,  cardl)oard  boxes,  playing  cards,  twine,  and  nu- 
merous other  articles.  The  principal  items  from  the  United  States 
in  point  of  value  were  typewriters  and  accessories,  the  other  countries 
being  but  feeble  competitors. 

Imports  of  printer's  and  bookbinder's  materials  (in  addition  to 
the  usual  printing  paper  and  stationery)  amounted  to  $233,047,  or 
$28,352  less  than  in  the  preceding  year.  Of  this  material  the  United 
Kingdom  furnished  goods  to  the  value  of  $108,011,  the  Netherlands 
$22,702,  Germany  $13,256,  Sweden  $12,2G8,  and  the  United  States 
$10,331. 

The  value  of  the  principal  articles  of  stationer's  and  printer's  w^ares 
imported  during  the  last  tvv'o  years  with  the  chief  supplying  coun- 
tries is  shown  in  the  f ollov^^ing  table : 


stationer's  and  printer's 
v/arcs. 


Boxes,  cardboard 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Cards,  playing 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Ink: 

Printer's 

Germany 

Netherlands 

United  Kinsdom.. 

United  States 

All  other 

United  Kingdom . . 

United  States 

Maps  and  charts 

'United  Kinj;dom 

United  States 

Paper  (writing,  toilet,  etc.) 

Germany 

United  Kint;dom 

United  States 

Printed  matter: 

BoOhS 

Netherlands 

United  Kintidom.. 

United  States 

All  other 

Belgium 

Germany 

United  Kingdom . . 
United  States 


1913 

1914 

$119,808 

$99,632 

1G,S92 

7,309 

100, 303 

89, 621 

822 

691 

20,055 

21,SG5 

9,840 

7,979 

10, ISO 

14,813 

52, 568 

62,082 

4,.5S4 

4,691 

4,200 

2,419 

40,494 

52,446 

2,657 

2,078 

37,749 

33,447 

35,817 

32,304 

934 

613 

52,495 

43,166 

IS,  133 

16, 264 

219 

78 

564, 120 

412,231 

28,712 

18,741 

497, 702 

364, 788 

22,950 

16,035 

1,187,  .582 

1,093,376 

58, 169 

47,731 

1,084,903 

1,010,752 

13,816 

14,064 

880,014 

733, 255 

10,147 

7,903 

47,380 

30, 382 

759, 101 

638, 533 

34, 528 

35, 881 

Stationer's  and  printer's 
wares. 


Twine 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Typewriters  and  accessories. 

Germany 

United  kingdom 

United  States 

Bags,  paper , 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Paper: 

Printing 

Canada 

Germany 

Norway 

Sweden 

United  Kingdom ... 

United  States 

Wall 

Germany 

United  Kingdom... 

Unfted  States 

Wrapping 

Germany 

Norway 

Sweden 

United  Kingdom . . . 

United  States 


S140, 
136, 

172, 
6, 
11, 

149, 
195, 
165, 
25, 

893, 

258, 
65, 
25, 
53, 

440, 
6, 

199, 
15, 

177, 
2 

3dS[ 
70, 
65, 

132, 
59, 


8113,326 

111,560 

136 

121,993 

4,540 

9,373 

100, 971 

176, 255 

150, 433 

21,841 

960, 345 

288, 394 
73, 294 
30, 133 
54,904 

439, 567 
45,234 

132, 145 
11,358 

116,728 
42:3 

306, 765 
35,217 
57,069 

110, 898 
80, 847 
5,290 


The  Leather  Trade — Saddlery  and  Harness — Soots  and  Shoes. 

Imports  of  leather  piece  goods  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
during  1914  Avere  valued  at  $760,354,  as  against  $955,198  in  1913. 
The  United  Kingdom  and  Australia  continued  to  maintain  the  lead, 
the  sales  of  the  former  in  1914  amounting  to  $424,358  and  the  latter 
to  $308,321,  wdiereas  the  supply  from  the  United  States  amounted  to 
only  $14,891.  Manufacturers  of  leather  piece  goods  in  the  United 
States  could  without  doubt  develop  a  good  trade  in  this  market  by 
making  the  proper  efforts. 

The  Union's  purchases  of  saddlery  and  harness  during  the  year 
under  review  amounted  in  value  to  a  little  over  $200,000,  as  compared 
with  nearly  $340,000  for  1913.  Practically  all  came'  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  share  of  the  United  States  being  valued  at  less  than 
$2,000.  With  the  constantly  increasing  use  of  motor  vehicles  the 
saddlery  and  harness  trade  in  late  years  has  shown  considerable 
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decline,  but  it  still  exists  in  sufficient  volume  to  constitute  a  fairly 
attractive  feature  of  imports,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  valid  reason 
why  American  manufacturers  should  not  capture  a  larger  part  of 
this  business. 

Practicall}'  all  of  the  better  lines  of  men's  boots  and  shoes  are 
imported,  and,  as  the  South  African  market  is  especially  attractive, 
here  is  an  opportunity  for  American  manufacturers  to  greatly  in- 
crease their  trade;  but  in  order  to  accomplish  this  they  should  study 
carefully  the  needs  of  the  market,  and  this  can  best  be  done  b}'  per- 
sonal representation.  ^Yllich  seems  to  be  amply  justified. 

The  details  of  the  import  trade  in  leather  manufactures  during  the 
last  two  years  are  given  in  the  f ollov\ing  table : 


Leather  manufaclures. 


Boots  and  shoes: 

Men's 

United  Kingdom.. 

United  States 

Women's 

United  Kingdom . . 

Switzerland 

United  States 

Children's 

United  Kingdom.. 

United  States 


1913 


§3,200, 

3,053, 

123, 

1,821, 

1,617, 

66, 

75, 

905, 

885, 

8, 


1914 


S2, 760, 

2, 639, 

99, 

1,671, 

1,448, 

82, 

91, 

913, 

889, 

15, 


Leather  manufactures. 


Slippers 

United  Kingdom 

Austria-IIimgary 

Germany ." 

I.^nitcd  States 

All  other  maiinfaptures  (ex- 
cluding saddlery  and 

harness) 

Germany 

I'nited  kingdom 

United  States 


1913 


$137,625 

109,915 

9,431 

8,380 

1,927 


126,135 
94 , 104 

101,962 
10, 517 


Sllo,3S0 

80,  .502 
7,202 

16, 224 
4,862 


79, 662 

37,005 

69,328 

4,711 


Cotton,  Silk,  and  Woolen  Manufactures. 

Imports  of  cotton  manufactures,  which  includes  blankets,  rugs, 
hosieiy,  underclothing,  shawls,  and  shawling,  as  well  as  piece  goods, 
declined  in  value  from  $15,624,971  in  1913  to  $13,924,890  in  1914. 
Piece  goods  alone  showed  a  decrease  of  $1,159,134,  being  valued  at 
$7,380,349  during  the  year  under  review. 

In  the  following  statement  is  shown  the  value  of  the  imports  of  the 
leading  lines  of  cotton  manufactures  and  the  princijoal  sources  of 
supi^ly  for  the  two  years  1913  and  1914: 


Cotton  manufactures. 


Blankets  and  rugs 

Belgium 

(icrmanv 

Italy..." 

I'nited  Kingdom 

United  States 

Hosiery  and  miderclothing. . 

Germany 

Japan..". 

United  Kingdom 

1  Tnited  States 

J'iece  goods  (all  kinds) 

France 

Germany 

Italy 


1913 


.11,639,738 

297,509 

205, 264 

37,900 

1,073,696 

477 

3,387,332 

349, 502 

97,958 

2,771.189 

79,923 

8,5.39,483 

169,953 

741,840 

387, 845 


1914 


$1,407,878 

201,127 

1.55,407 

58,184 

905,982 

380 

3,255,479 

2.58, 216 

149,016 

2,676,483 

76,243 

7,380,349 

176, 459 

573, 218 

423,921 


Cotton  manufactures. 


Piece  goods  (all  kinds)— Con. 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Shawls  and  shawling 

Germany 

Italy 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Another 


$7,014,520 
2.S,51S 

377,665 
69, 771 
12,541 

282, 705 


Germany 

United  kingdom. 
United  States 


Total. 


1,680,753 

113,307 

1,4.59,308 

10, 772 


1911 


15,624,971 


$6,019, 
18, 

271, 
■1, 
19, 

109, 

1,C09, 
65, 

1,424, 
16, 


374 
521 
658 
781 
675 
481 
102 
532 
596 
298 
926 


13,924,896 


Cotton  piece  goods  are  in  great  demand  in  South  Africa  and  a 
good  field  is  open  to  manufacturers.  Italy  and  Japan  seem  to  have 
profited  more  than  am'  other  countries  of  late  by  reason  of  the  sub- 
sidence of  the  German  trade  in  cotton  goods. 

Silk  manufactures  came  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  Japan, 
the  imports  therefrom  in  1914  being  valued  at  $129,249  and  $119,813, 
respectively,  out  of  a  total  value  from  all  countries  of  $44G,G68. 
The  share  of  the  United  States  was  insignificant,  being  only  $4,009. 
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The  United  Kingdom  furnished  the  bulk  of  the  woolen  goods, 
$1,233,973  worth  out  of  a  total  of  $1,395,303.     Those  from  the  United 
States  were  infinitesimal — $292. 
Wearing  Apparel,  Haberdashery,  Jewelry,  etc. 

Imports  of  wearing  apparel  (apparel  and  "slops")  for  1914 
amounted  to  $10,943,39(),  a  decrease  of  over  $2,000,000,  as  compared 
with  1913.  This  class  of  goods  is  one  of  the  largest,  in  point  of 
vakie,  imported  into  the  Union.  Out  of  this  vast  total  the  United 
Kingdom  furnished  goods  to  the  value  of  $10,239,52-1,  the  share  of 
other  countries  in  this  trade  being  in  the  following  order :  Germany, 
$318,044;  United  States,  $131,497;  India,  $G6,73S;  France,  $64,013; 
Belgium,  $36,050;  Japan,  $26,254;  and  Switzerland,  $25,134. 

These  figures  show  the  good  market  open  to  manufacturers  of 
men's,  women's,  and  children's  wearing  apparel,  especially  as  relates 
to  ready-made  garments,  or  "  slops,*'  the  great  proportion  of  which  is 
supplied  by  British  manufacturers,  and  the  limited  amount  of  goods 
of  this  nature,  relativel}'^  speaking,  purchased  from  the  United  States 
and  other  countries. 

Imports  of  haberdashery  and  millinery  in  1914  amounted  to 
$5,250,073,  as  against  $6,425,898  in  1913.  The  chief  countries  of 
origin  were,  in  order  of  value:  The  United  Kingdom,  $3,354,872; 
Germany,  $746,797  ($1,099,887  in  1913)  ;  Switzerland,  $394,181;  and 
France,  $379,153.  Shipments  from  the  United  States  amounted  to 
only  $74,724. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  $236,576  in  hats  and  caps  compared  with 
1913,  the  United  States  being  the  smallest  contributor,  with  $6,379 
out  of  a  total  of  $996,683. 

Imports  of  jewelry  in  1914  amounted  to  $666,926,  as  compared  with 
$775,454  for  the  preceding  year.  Those  from  the  United  States  were 
almost  insignificant,  only  $2,472.  The  bulk  comes  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  which  supplied  $610,842  worth,  while  those  from  Germany 
reached  the  sum  of  $36,897. 

The  sum  of  $336,981  was  expended  in  imports  of  clocks  and  watches 
for  the  Union  of  South  Africa  for  the  year  1914.  The  purchases 
from  the  United  Kingdom  that  year  were  valued  at  $155,284;  from 
Switzerland,  $81,878 ;  from  Germany,  $45,706 ;  and  from  the  United 
States,  $45,009. 

In  plate,  silver,  and  plated  ware  the  United  Kingdom  retained  its 
big  lead  in  1914,  with  $468,371  out  of  a  total  value  of  $527,562.  The 
only  other  countries  supplying  these  goods  were  Germany  and  the 
United  States,  which  sent  $46,615  and  $6,000  worth,  respectively. 

Musical  Instruments,  Bioscopes,  Surgical  Appliances,  etc. 

The  import  trade  in  musical  instruments  suffered  a  decrease  of 
$318,000  in  comparison  with  that  of  the  year  1913.  Before  the  war 
Germany  supplied  by  far  the  greater  part  of  these  goods,  pianos  in- 
cluded, and,  even  allowing  for  the  subsidence  of  German  exports 
since  the  war  started,  that  country  led  in  the  1914  imports.  Out  of  a 
total  value  of  $555,296  German  goods  were  imported  to  the  value 
of  $330,966,  the  United  Kingdom  coming  next  with  $158,898,  while 
those  from  the  United  States  amounted  to  $43,769. 

The  importations  of  phonographs,  bioscopes,  lanterns,  etc., 
amounted  to  $380,572,  in  which  the  United  Kingdom  was  repre- 
sented by  $334,362 ;  Germany,  $24,167 ;  and  the  United  States,  $5,031. 
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Surgical  and  dental  ajipliances  imported  diirinfj  the  year  under 
review  amounted  to  $183,410,  the  United  Kingdom  leading  Avith 
$141,473 ;  the  United  States  was  second  in  the  list,  with  $23,982 ;  and 
(iermany  third,  Avith  $11,42C), 

The  Union  purchased  photographic  materials,  including  cameras, 
to  the  value  of  $240,173,  as  against  $200,570  in  1913.  The  Ignited 
Kingdom  supplied  $132,489  Avortli,  the  United  States  $87,845,  and 
Germany  $15,410. 

Tobacco  and  Tobacconist's  Wares. 

The  supply  of  leaf  tobacco  received  from  the  United  States  far 
exceeded  tliat  furnished  by  any  other  country,  the  value  being 
$100,915.  The  next  source  Avas  Turkey,  Avhich  sent  tobacco  to  the 
value  of  $50,000;  other  leading  contributors  Avere  Portuguese  East 
Africa  and  the  Dutch  East  Indies. 

Cigars  came  chiefly  from  Cuba  and  the  Netherlands,  the  purchases 
therefrom  in  1914  being  valued  at  $93,071  and  $02,100,  respectively. 
The  United  Kingdom  furnished  $14,000  Avorth  and  the  Philippine 
Islands  $12,735.  The  total  imports  of  cigars  that  j'ear  were  valued 
at  a  little  less  than  $200,000.  The  United  Kingdom  supplied  the 
bulk  of  the  cigarettes,  its  share  being  represented  by  $304,331  out 
of  a  total  value  of  $334,059.  Egypt  and  Malta  came  next  with 
$10,000  each,  Avhile  the  United  States  sent  less  than  $5,000  Avorth. 

Tobacconist's  wares,  such  as  pipes,  tobacco  pouches,  etc.,  Avere  im- 
ported to  the  value  of  $218,308  in  1914,  the  principal  countries  of 
origin  being  the  United  Kingdom  and  France.     The  United  States 
Avas  represented  by  only  $1,059. 
American  Articles  Showing  Increases. 

While  returns  for  the  year  1914  shoAv  decreases  in  the  imports 
of  most  of  the  articles  as  compared  Avith  1913,  the  subsidence  of  the 
trade  Avilh  Germany  during  the  last  five  months  of  the  year,  com- 
bined Avith  other  causes,  had  the  eifect  of  increasing  American  im- 
ports in  certain  lines,  such  as  electrical  machinery  and  fittings ;  plate, 
sheet,  and  galvanized  iron;  lead  manufactures;  steam  and  suction 
hose;  tanks  and  vats;  lubricating  oils;  mercury;  rails  and  traniAvaj' 
materials;  zinc;  and  many  other  articles.  Other  articles  of  Amer- 
ican origin  having  a  large  market  in  this  district  (outside  of  those 
used  principally  in  the  mining  industry)  of  Avhich  there  Avere  in- 
creased imports  during  the  year  were  cotton  Avaste,  dyestuffs,  malt, 
Avheat,  hams  and  bacon,  salad  (cotton  seed)  oils,  glass  bottles  and 
jars,  horseshoes,  nails  and  screAvs,  hops,  jcAvelry,  boots  and  shoes  for 
Avouien  and  children,  starch,  printing  and  wrapping  paper,  plioto- 
grapliic  materials,  ])laying  cards,  motor  bicycles,  and  motor  trucks. 

leaking  into  consideration  the  general  and  material  slump  in  im- 
])orts  last  year,  the  increases  in  the  value  of  the  imported  articles 
above  shoAvn  are  most  noteworthy,  and  indicate  for  1915  a  marked 
increase  in  many  American  goods  that  hitherto  haAC  not  had  a  Avide 
sale  in  this  market.  AVhik^  the  transference  of  trade  in  several  lines 
from  European  to  American  manufacturers  Avas  accomplished  in  this 
district  during  the  year,  the  shifting  of  orders  in  the  purchase  of 
many  products  for  this  market  requires  a  certain  amount  of  time,  and 
it  is  cloarly  ajiparent  that  manufacturers  in  the  I^'^nited  States  Avill,  on 
the  whole,  reap  a  nuich  better  harvest  during  1915  as  a  direct  result 
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of  the  chr.nged  European  conditions  than  accrued  to  them  during  the 
closing  months  of  the  3'ear  under  review.  This  is  indicated  by  the 
numerous  inquiries  at  this  ofiice  for  catalogues  and  other  trade  infor- 
mation concerning  American  goods,  and  from  rej^orts  received  from 
South  African  importers  v\dio  have  extended  their  trade  operations 
in  the  United  States  to  lines  heretofore  purchased  in  the  European 
markets. 
Opportunities  for  American  Manufacturers. 

An  analysis  of  the  import  figures  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
brings  out  many  points  of  interest  relative  to  the  foreign-made  goods 
supplied  to  this  market,  which  should  prove  of  practical  value  to 
those  American  manufacturers  interested  in  the  South  African  trade. 
It  is  hoped  these  fev\"  observations  may  assist  in  a  measure  to  a 
clearer  and  better  understanding  of  the  extent  and  kinds  of  goods 
purchased  from  abroad,  as  well  as  affording  a  more  intimate  and 
accurate  knovvledge  of  the  trade  possibilities  within  grasp.  In  this 
connection  is  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  South  Africa  is  essentially 
an  importing  country,  not  only  in  the  matter  of  machinery,  tools, 
and  other  supplies  for  the  mines  and  the  farms,  that  are  of  note- 
worthy importance  in  this  consular  district,  but  in  the  supply  of 
practically  all  goods  for  household  and  domestic  uses  as  well.  Thus 
in  the  matter  of  food  supplies  (aside  from  fresh  meat  and  a  few 
common  articles  of  home  produce) ,  wearing  apparel,  office  and  house- 
hold furniture,  building  material,  motor  and  otliej-  vehicles,  and 
countless  other  articles,  the  annual  purchases  from  foreign  countries 
are  of  large  proportions  and  well  worth  considering  by  American 
manufacturers  desiring  to  extend  their  trade  to  the  over-sea  markets. 

Taking  the  191-1  import  trade  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  as  a 
whole,  it  may  be  said,  as  the  customs  figures  clearly  shov/,  that  the 
big  decrease  in  imports  adversely  affected  the  exports  from  all  coun- 
tries to  which  South  Africa  looks  for  supplies,  and  v/hile  in  a  few 
instances  there  were  increases  by  reason  of  the  shifting  of  sources 
of  supply,  resulting  from  Avar  conditions,  all  su])plying  countries 
appear  in  the  role  of  sufferers,  as  a  consequence  of  the  general  decline 
in  the  imports  to  this  section  of  the  subcontinent.  While  this  fact 
remains,  it  is  a  matter  of  interest,  as  well  as  of  some  little  consola- 
tion, in  closing  a  review  of  the  import  trade  of  the  Union,  to  state 
that  in  spite  of  the  decrease  in  American  exports  to  this  country  in 
common  with  that  of  other  countries  the  United-  States'  share  of  the 
total  import  trade  of  British  South  Africa,  including  Rhodesia, 
advanced  from  9.1  per  cent  in  1913  to  9.5  per  cent  in  1911,  as  against 
a  decline  of  that  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  90  to  about  87.5  per 
cent. 
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